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Paper I - Section 1A: Political Theory 

Ch 1] An Introduction to Political Theory 
1. Normative approach in political science [2023/10m/150w/1a] 

In the words of Harold Lasswell and Abraham Kaplan, there are "two distinct components in political 
theory-the empirical propositions of political science and the value judgments of political doctrine.'  

Normative political theory guides us in assessing political actions, policies, and institutions based on 
their moral implications, often addressing questions of justice, rights, and ethics. It is prescriptive in 
nature, offering recommendations for more desirable political outcomes. This approach often 
employs idealized models, such as the "just society" or the "ideal democracy," as benchmarks for 
evaluating real-world politics. Drawing from philosophical traditions like liberalism, utilitarianism, 
and deontology, normative political theory informs public policy by addressing ethical dilemmas 
and guiding the creation of more morally sound institutions and laws. 

While Plato and Aristotle sought to identify the characteristics of a good polity, it was a normative 
endeavour; today, most modern political scientists seek to identify the characteristics of politics, 
their causes and effects, leaving aside moral judgments about their goodness and badness.  

The empirical approach enables us to strengthen our means but we will have to resort to the 
normativity of political philosophy to determine our ends. Means and ends are interdependent; 
hence political science and political philosophy play complementary roles in our social life.  [203 
words] 

2. Decline of political theory [2023/10m/150w/1e] 

In the mid-twentieth century, the exponents of new political science began to question the 
continued relevance of traditional political theory. 

Alfred Cobban in his paper on 'The Decline of Political Theory’, argued that political theory had lost 
its significance in capitalist as well as communist systems as political theory has no practical role in 
sustaining them. One was characterized by the overwhelming role of bureaucracy and the other by 
the vanguard and oligarchy. Similarly, SM Lipset in his Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics 
argued that the values of contemporary society had already been decided, a thought similar to 
Fukuyama’s ‘The End of History’. Thus Lipset, too, questioned the continued relevance of political 
theory in those days. 

However, Dante Germino in his Beyond Ideology: The Revival of Political Theory writes that political 
theory was again in ascendancy, particularly in the political thought of Michael Oakeshott, Hannah 
Arendt, Bertrand de Jouvenal, Leo Strauss and Eric Voegelin. 

Although there was a decline of political theory and philosophical methods, it regained popularity 
within a short time. Thus, we can say that for a substantial political theory, we need to have a 
normative anchor for our empirical methods. [195 words] 

3. 'Credo of Relevance' in post-behavioralism advocates the importance of action science. 
Analyze. [2023/15m/200w/2c] 
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The discipline of political science has undergone many revolutions. Amongst these, post-
behaviouralism was a reaction against rising behaviouralist orthodoxy and in the words of David 
Easton, its battle cries were ‘relevance and action’. 

The tenets of post-behaviouralism are called the ‘Credo of Relevance'. The first credo reads that 
‘substance must precede technique’. For the aphorism of science that it is better to be wrong than 
vague, post-behavioralism would substitute a new dictum, that it is better to be vague than non-
relevantly precise.  

Post-behavioralists complain that behavioural inquiry is dominated by abstractions that conceal the 
reality of politics. So, they propose that political science reach out to the real needs of mankind in a 
time of crisis. The post-behaviouralists believe that science cannot be neutral hence it needs to be 
aware of the value premises it stands on.  

The credo also says that the intellectuals' historical role has been and must be to protect the human 
values of civilization. This is their unique task and obligation. Moreover, to know is to bear the 
responsibility for acting and to act is to engage in reshaping society. The intellectual, as a scientist 
bears the special obligation to put his knowledge to work. Contemplative science was a product of 
the nineteenth century when a broader moral agreement was shared. Action science of necessity 
reflects the contemporary conflict in society over ideals and this must permeate and color the whole 
research enterprise itself.  

The post-behavioural revolution is future-oriented. It does not especially seek to return to some 
golden age of political research or to conserve or even destroy a particular methodological 
approach. It seeks rather to propel political science in new directions. [277 words] 

Ch 2] Theories of State 
4. Eurocentrism is both the target and the motive force of the post-colonial political theory. 
Discuss. [2023/15m/200w/3c] 

Eurocentrism is a key concept in post-colonial political theory and was coined in the 1970s by the 
Egyptian Marxian economist Samir Amin.  

We can see Eurocentrism as a target when Post-colonial theory critiques the historical actions of 
European powers, which sought to establish imperial dominance through colonization. This 
colonization often involved the imposition of European norms, values, and institutions on colonized 
peoples, erasing or subjugating local cultures and identities.  

On the other hand, Eurocentrism has also been a driving force behind post-colonial political 
activism, seeking to redress the legacies of colonialism. This includes advocating the restoration of 
indigenous rights, recognition of cultural diversity, and challenging economic and political 
structures that perpetuate global inequality. 

According to world system theorist Immanuel Wallerstein; social science is a product of the modern 
world-system, and Eurocentrism is constitutive of the geoculture of the modem world. Social science 
emerged in response to European problems, at a point in history when Europe dominated the whole 
world-system. It was virtually inevitable that its choice of subject matter, its theorizing, its 
methodology, and its epistemology should reflect the constraints of the crucible within which it was 
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born. However, in the period since 1945, the decolonization of Asia and Africa, plus the sharply 
accentuated political consciousness of the non-European world everywhere, has affected the world 
of knowledge just as much as it has affected the politics of the world-system.  

If social science is to make any progress in the 21st century, it must overcome the Eurocentric 
heritage which has distorted its analyses and its capacity to deal with the problems of the 
contemporary world. Post-colonial theory seeks to challenge and transcend the Eurocentric 
worldview, ultimately striving for a more equitable and inclusive global society. [284 words] 

Ch 3] Justice 
5. Rawls' idea of the 'liberal self' is too individualistic. Explain, in this context, the 
communitarian critique of Rawls' theory of justice. [2023/15m/200w/2b] 

John Rawls' theory of justice, as presented in his influential work "A Theory of Justice," is often 
critiqued by communitarian theorists for its perceived excessive individualism.  

Rawls' theory is grounded in the concept of the "liberal self," which is a rational, autonomous, and 
self-interested individual. Rawls begins his theory with the original position, a hypothetical state 
where individuals, behind a "veil of ignorance," make rational choices about principles of justice. 
The focus is on individuals and their rational self-interest, intending to ensure fairness and equal 
opportunities. 

Communitarian thinkers, such as Michael Sandel and Alasdair MacIntyre, argue that Rawls' theory 
places too much emphasis on the individual self while downplaying the significance of communal 
values, shared traditions, and cultural contexts. 

They contend that Rawls' theory lacks a sufficiently rich and culturally grounded moral foundation. 
They argue that a just society should be rooted in the values and practices of its particular 
community rather than relying on abstract principles generated from a hypothetical scenario. 

They also argue that Rawls' focus on self-interest and rationality overlooks the moral development 
and ethical considerations that arise within a community. 

Communitarians believe that cultural identity and identity claims, such as those of minority groups, 
are inadequately addressed in Rawls' theory. They argue that a just society must recognize and 
accommodate diverse cultural and group identities. 

Communitarians advocate for a more holistic and culturally grounded approach to justice that 
places a stronger emphasis on shared values, traditions, and the ethical life of communities, 
challenging the primacy of the rational, autonomous individual in Rawls' theory. [257 words] 

Ch 4] Equality 
6. Affirmative action policies draws as much strong criticism as strong support. Analyze this 
statement in the context of equality. [2023/15m/200w/3b] 

The statement that affirmative action policies draw both strong criticism and strong support is 
indicative of the complex and divisive nature of this approach to achieving equality. 
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Affirmative action policies are designed to address historical and ongoing inequalities and 
discrimination by providing preferential treatment or opportunities to members of historically 
disadvantaged groups, particularly in areas like education, employment, and public contracting. 

Supporters argue that affirmative action policies are necessary to rectify the deep-seated historical 
injustices faced by marginalized groups, such as African Americans, women, and indigenous 
populations. These policies are seen as a means to level the playing field. Affirmative action is 
considered a tool to promote diversity and representation in various sectors of society, including 
workplaces and educational institutions. It's believed that a diverse workforce or student body can 
lead to a more equitable and socially just society.  

One of the most common criticisms is that affirmative action can lead to "reverse discrimination" by 
disadvantaging individuals who do not belong to historically disadvantaged groups. Critics argue 
that this is itself a form of inequality. 

Opponents contend that affirmative action policies undermine the principles of meritocracy and 
fairness by granting preferential treatment based on group identity rather than individual 
qualifications and abilities. 

Some argue that affirmative action can stigmatize beneficiaries and result in tokenism, where 
individuals from underrepresented groups may be seen as beneficiaries of quotas rather than as 
individuals with merit. 

The debate around affirmative action is fundamentally tied to the concept of equality. Proponents 
argue that these policies are necessary for achieving substantive or "equality of outcomes," as 
opposed to merely "equality of opportunity." They view affirmative action as a means to counteract 
deeply ingrained disparities. Critics, on the other hand, contend that it can sometimes lead to new 
forms of inequality and undermine the principle of equal treatment. [301 words] 

Ch 5] Rights 

7. Multicultural perspective on rights [2023/10m/150w/1b] 

Multicultural perspectives on rights are diverse and multifaceted, reflecting the variety of cultures, 
traditions, and belief systems that exist in our globalized world. Multiculturalism recognizes that 
people from different cultural backgrounds may have varying interpretations of rights and how they 
should be applied.  

As Bhikhu Parekh asserts, in multicultural societies, cultural communities generally demand various 
kinds of rights they think they need to maintain their collective identity. Some of these rights, usually 
called group, collective, or communal, are not easy to accommodate within liberal jurisprudence 
and raise difficult questions such as whether the concept of collective rights is logically coherent and 
what kind of collectivities may legitimately claim what kinds of rights. 

One significant aspect of multicultural perspectives on rights is the concept of cultural relativism. 
This view suggests that rights and ethical principles should be understood within the context of a 
specific culture and that there is no universally applicable standard of human rights. This approach 
is often criticized for potentially condoning human rights abuses in the name of cultural practices. 
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Some multicultural perspectives view rights as aspirational rather than prescriptive. They see rights 
as evolving principles that societies strive to achieve over time, taking into account cultural values 
and practices. This view emphasizes the progressive realization of rights rather than immediate and 
complete implementation. 

Multicultural perspectives on rights encourage us to recognize the complexity and diversity of 
human experiences and values. It believes that just as individual rights are those rights of which the 
individuals are the bearers, collective rights are those of which human collectivities are the bearers. 
[261 words] 

Ch 6] Democracy 
8. Success of contemporary democracies lies in State limiting its own power. Comment. 
[2023/20m/250w/2a]  

Contemporary democracies are based on the liberal-capitalist ideology which believes in the theory 
of laissez-faire individualism. The statement reflects a fundamental principle of democratic 
governance known as the concept of limited government. 

Limiting the power of the state is essential to protect the individual rights and liberties of citizens. 
Democratic systems are built on the principles of individual freedom, and restraining the state's 
power helps prevent it from infringing on these rights. Further, one of the primary goals of limiting 
state power is to prevent the concentration of power that can lead to authoritarianism or tyranny. In 
contemporary democracies, checks and balances, separation of powers, and constitutional 
constraints are employed to prevent any one branch or individual from becoming too powerful. 

A government that voluntarily limits its power tends to be more accountable and transparent. It 
recognizes that it operates on behalf of the people and is subject to their scrutiny. Openness and 
accountability are essential for the functioning of a healthy democracy. 

Additionally, a government that understands the need to limit its own power is often more adaptable 
and responsive to changing societal needs and preferences. It can evolve and enact policies that 
reflect the will of the people. 

In the extremes of this idea are the libertarianism theorists like Hayek and Nozick who draw 
inspiration from the ‘natural rights’ of John Locke that certain rights of the individual which precede 
his political life, are indefeasible and these cannot be surrendered in favour of the collectivity.  

The classical liberal theory of democracy emerged against the tyranny of the state and brought 
people into the discussion. Thus, the success of contemporary democracies is intrinsically linked to 
the principle of limiting the state's own power. [284 words] 

Ch 7] Power 
9. Foucault's concept of power [2023/10m/150w/1d] 

Foucault rejected the traditional view of power as something possessed by certain individuals or 
institutions. Instead, he saw power as a pervasive and diffuse force that operates at all levels of 
society. Power, according to Foucault, is not a fixed entity but a dynamic and constantly shifting 
phenomenon. 
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Foucault argued that power is not solely repressive; it is also productive. Power doesn't just limit or 
suppress individuals; it shapes and constructs their identities, behaviours, and social norms. Power 
generates knowledge and discourse, defining what is considered "normal" and "deviant." 

Foucault introduced the concept of the "power/knowledge" nexus, suggesting that power and 
knowledge are closely intertwined. Knowledge is not an objective and neutral pursuit but is shaped 
by power dynamics. Those in positions of power have the ability to shape what counts as "truth" and 
"knowledge." 

His famous example of the panopticon, a prison design where a single guard can observe all 
prisoners without them knowing when they are being watched, illustrates the disciplinary power that 
exists in modern societies. Foucault also introduced the concepts of "bio-power" and 
"governmentality" to explain how modern states and institutions exert power over populations.  

Foucault analyzed how power operates through discursive practices—language, knowledge, and 
systems of classification. He explored how categories, labels, and definitions are used to exercise 
control and establish norms. These discourses contribute to the formation of identities and social 
hierarchies. 

Foucault's concept of power has had a profound impact on contemporary understandings of power 
dynamics and social structures. It challenges traditional notions of power as a top-down, repressive 
force and highlights the ways in which power operates within the fabric of everyday life, shaping 
knowledge, identities, and societal norms. [278 words] 

Ch 8] Ideology 
10. Fascism displays an ambivalent stance towards parliamentary democracy. Explain. 
[2023/20m/250w/3a] 

Fascist movements often uses the existing democratic institutions and processes to gain power. 
They might participate in elections and, once in power, manipulate these systems to their advantage. 
This tactical approach is evident in the rise of figures like Benito Mussolini in Italy and Adolf Hitler in 
Germany. 

Fascism is inherently authoritarian, emphasizing a strong and centralized state led by a charismatic 
leader. Once fascists gain power through democratic means, they typically move to consolidate their 
authority, often dismantling democratic checks and balances in the process. 

Fascist regimes tend to reject the pluralistic nature of liberal democracies, seeing it as weak and 
divisive. They often seek to suppress political opposition and establish a one-party state, effectively 
eliminating political pluralism, freedom of speech, and other democratic principles. 

Fascist leaders are characterized by a cult of personality, which can make getting a vote easier but 
can turn democracy into mobocracy. 

Harold J. Laski, in his State in Theory and Practice, observes that so long as the marriage of 
capitalism and democracy continued, capitalism continued to extend concessions to the masses, 
giving them a sense of satisfaction. But when it sought to withdraw those concessions, it had 
recourse to fascism: Fascism came to rescue capitalism from this dilemma. 
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The dual nature of engagement with democratic processes for undemocratic ends makes fascism a 
significant challenge to democratic societies and a source of historical concern. [230 words] 

Ch 9] Indian Political Thought 
11. Buddhist thought on Dhamma facilitates the emancipation of political action. Explain. 
[2023/20m/250w/4a] 

Buddhist thought, particularly the concept of Dhamma, has the potential to influence political action 
in a way that aligns with the ideals of emancipation and ethical governance. While Buddhism is 
primarily a spiritual and philosophical tradition, it does offer insights and principles that can be 
applied to political contexts.  

Buddhist thought emphasizes ethical principles such as compassion, non-violence, and 
mindfulness. These principles can guide political action toward more just and humane policies and 
practices. Emancipation in a political context can be seen as the liberation from suffering and 
oppression, which aligns with the core goal of Buddhism – the cessation of suffering (Nirvana). 

Ambedkar explained the purpose of the Dhamma as the end of suffering and end of poverty. 
Dhamma becomes a “universal morality that protects the weak from the strong, and safeguards the 
growth of the individual”. 

Tamil social reformer, Iyothee Thass who founded the Sakya Buddhist Society also believed that Dalits 
were primarily Buddhists and they should look into Buddhism for their emancipation.  

Further, Buddhism's Middle Way philosophy can lead to policies and actions that seek balance and 
avoid the radicalization of society, thus contributing to social harmony and emancipation from 
divisive ideologies. 

While Buddhist thought offers valuable insights for political action, it's important to note that the 
application of these principles can vary depending on the cultural and political context. Additionally, 
the separation of religion and state is a key consideration in democratic societies, so the influence of 
Buddhism on political action should respect the principles of secular governance. [251 words] 

12. Sri Aurobindo's idea of Swaraj has deep significance in the Indian social, cultural and 
political history. Analyze. [2023/15m/200w/4c] 

Sri Aurobindo’s concept of Swaraj went beyond political independence and encompassed a holistic 
and transformative vision for India. 

For Aurobindo, Swaraj was an integral approach that sought the transformation and upliftment of 
the entire being of an individual and society. It went beyond the external realm of politics and 
focused on inner growth and self-realization. 

Central to Sri Aurobindo's concept of Swaraj was a spiritual foundation. He believed that true Swaraj 
could only be achieved when individuals and society awakened to their spiritual potential. This 
emphasis on spirituality connected deeply with India's cultural and philosophical traditions, 
resonating with the country's spiritual heritage. 
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Sri Aurobindo's Swaraj was not limited to India alone; it had a global perspective. He believed that 
India could serve as a spiritual and cultural guide to the world and contribute to the realization of 
human unity. 

Education was a crucial aspect of Sri Aurobindo's vision. He advocated for an educational system 
that would not only impart knowledge but also facilitate personal and spiritual growth. This 
approach had a profound influence on educational reform in India. 

Sri Aurobindo's philosophy continues to influence various movements in India, including spiritual 
and philosophical communities, as well as educational institutions that incorporate his ideas on 
holistic education 

Sri Aurobindo's writings and teachings remain influential, and his concept of Swaraj continues to 
inspire individuals and organizations dedicated to the betterment of society and the spiritual 
development of humanity. [235 words] 

Ch 10] Western Poliitcal Thought 
13. State of Nature as State of War (Hobbes) [2023/10m/150w/1c] 

Hobbes' idea of the state of nature as a state of war can be found in his book the Leviathan. 

In the state of nature, Hobbes posited that there is no central political authority or government to 
establish and enforce laws or resolve disputes. It is a condition of anarchy, where individuals are 
without a sovereign power to provide order and security. 

Hobbes believed that in this state of nature, individuals are inherently self-interested and in 
competition with one another. He argued that there is a natural scarcity of resources, which leads to 
a perpetual state of conflict as people compete for these limited resources. 

The absence of a central authority and the presence of competition and conflict lead to a state of 
constant fear and insecurity. Individuals in the state of nature, according to Hobbes, live in perpetual 
apprehension of violence and harm from others. He famously described life in the state of nature as 
"solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short."  

Hobbes's work has had a profound influence on modern political thought and has shaped 
discussions about the nature of the social contract and the role of government in maintaining order 
and security. [194 words] 

14. "The legal subordination of one sex to another is wrong in itself, and now one of the chief 
hindrances to human development." (J. S. Mill). Comment. [2023/15m/200w/4b] 

Mill's views on gender equality and the wrongfulness of such subordination had a significant 
influence on the feminist movement and the ongoing struggle for gender equity. His most 
comprehensive work on this topic is "The Subjection of Women," which he co-authored with Harriet 
Taylor Mill.  

Mill argued for the fundamental equality of the sexes. He believed that women were as capable as 
men in terms of intellectual and moral faculties, and therefore, should be granted the same civil and 
political rights. He argued that these inequalities were based on custom and tradition, rather than 
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rational principles. He was particularly critical of the legal and economic subjugation of women 
through laws that favoured men. 

Mill's philosophy was heavily influenced by his "harm principle," which states that individuals are 
free to do as they please as long as they do not harm others. He extended this principle to the 
treatment of women, arguing that traditional gender roles and the subjugation of women caused 
harm by limiting their potential and happiness. 

According to Mill, we simply don't know what women are capable of, because we have never let them 
try – one cannot make an authoritative statement without evidence. We can't stop women from 
trying things because they might not be able to do them. An argument based on speculative 
physiology is just that, speculation. 

Mill's ideas on gender equality were revolutionary in his time, the 19th century, when women's rights 
were severely restricted in many parts of the world. His advocacy for legal and social reforms to grant 
women greater rights, such as the right to vote and access to education, contributed to the broader 
movement for women's suffrage and rights. [278 words] 
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Paper I - Section B: Indian Government and Politics 

Ch 1] Indian Nationalism 
1. Satyagraha and Indian Nationalism [2023/10m/150w/5d] 

The Indian National Movement developed into one of the greatest mass movements in world history. 
It derived its entire strength from satyagraha, a form of struggle that was based on the active 
participation of the people and the sympathy and support of the non-participating millions.  

Satyagraha, in simple words, denotes ‘insistence on truth’. It is fundamentally based on nonviolence 
and involves the use of passive resistance and civil disobedience to protest oppressive policies and 
actions. This approach was in stark contrast to more violent forms of resistance and rebellion. 

Gandhi writes in Hind Swaraj, ‘The fact is that in India the nation at large has generally used passive 
resistance in all departments of life. We cease to cooperate with our rulers when they displease us. 
This is passive resistance’. 

Movements of non-cooperation started wherever the British tried to tax the lands of the peasants 
and the homes of the people. Non-cooperation with the colonial government’s extortion of taxes 
also spread to the tribal areas. 

Satyagraha also opened doors for the participation of an unprecedented number of women, which 
created an unmatched number of women leaders in politics and society, and feminized, through a 
process of transformation, to a large extent, millions of men who participated. 

In conclusion, Satyagraha was a transformative force in the Indian nationalist movement, as it 
provided a nonviolent and morally grounded approach to resisting colonial rule. It empowered 
ordinary people, challenged British authority, and continues to shape India's socio-political 
landscape to this day. [247 words] 

Ch 2] Making of the Indian Constitution 
2. Imprint of the British Constitution on the Indian Constitution. [2023/10m/150w/5a] 

The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, reflects the influence of the British Constitution in several 
ways due to India's colonial history under British rule. While the Indian Constitution is a unique and 
distinct document, it bears certain imprints of the British Constitution.  

India's system of government closely resembles the British model, with a President as the head of 
state and a Prime Minister as the head of government. The parliamentary system includes a 
bicameral legislature, just like the British Parliament, consisting of the Lok Sabha (House of the 
People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of States). 

The concept of the rule of law, which is central to the British legal system, is evident in the Indian 
Constitution. It upholds the supremacy of the Constitution and the equal protection of the law for all 
citizens, similar to the British legal tradition. 

The Indian Cabinet system, with the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers, mirrors the British 
Cabinet system. The executive authority is exercised collectively by the Council of Ministers 
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responsible to the lower house of the Parliament, similar to the British Cabinet's relationship with 
the House of Commons. 

India's adoption of a bicameral legislature, consisting of the Lok Sabha (elected directly by the 
people) and the Rajya Sabha (representing the states), is influenced by the British Parliament's 
structure, which includes the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 

The Indian President performs ceremonial duties, akin to those of the British monarch, and has no 
real political power. 

The Indian Constitution, like the British Constitution, enshrines fundamental rights and freedoms. 
Concepts such as the right to equality before the law and the protection of individual liberties are 
shared principles. 

It's important to note that while the Indian Constitution bears these imprints of the British 
Constitution, it also incorporates a wide range of unique provisions that reflect India's diverse 
culture, historical context, and specific needs. The Indian Constitution, therefore, is a distinct and 
comprehensive document that has evolved to serve the world's largest democracy, encompassing 
the values of justice, equality, and individual freedoms. [342 words] 

Ch 3] Salient Features of the Indian Constitution 
3. The Constitution of India is the 'cornerstone of a nation' (Granville Austin). Analyze. 
[2023/15m/200w/6c] 

The characterization of the Constitution of India as the "cornerstone of a nation," as stated by 
Granville Austin, is a testament to the foundational and transformative role that the Indian 
Constitution plays in the country.  

At the outset, the Preamble to the Indian Constitution sets forth the ideals and objectives of the 
nation, including justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. It represents the moral compass of the 
Constitution, guiding the nation's collective aspirations and values, and proclaims India as a 
"sovereign socialist secular democratic republic." 

The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights to Indian citizens, including the right to equality, 
freedom of speech and expression, and protection against discrimination. Thus it acts as a tool for 
promoting social justice and inclusivity. It contains provisions that address historical injustices, 
promote affirmative action, and aim to uplift marginalized and disadvantaged communities. 

Moreover, the Directive Principles of State Policy address issues like poverty alleviation, public 
health, education, and social security. 

The Indian Constitution empowers the judiciary to exercise judicial review, which is a critical 
mechanism for upholding the rule of law and protecting individual rights. 

Its emphasis on values such as secularism, democracy, and social justice, has a profound impact on 
the nation's identity, political discourse, and social fabric. 

The Constitution of India is rightly referred to as the "cornerstone of a nation" because it not only 
defines the legal and political framework but also encapsulates the country's aspirations, values, 
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and commitment to democracy, justice, and individual rights. It provides a sense of unity and 
purpose for a nation as diverse and complex as India. As a living document, it continues to shape and 
guide the nation's development and progress, making it central to India's identity and governance. 
[282 words] 

4. The main goal of the fundamental duties in the Indian Constitution is to generate civic 
responsibility among the citizen. Explain. [2023/15m/200w/7b] 

The fundamental duties were added to the Constitution through the 42nd Amendment Act in 1976 
and are outlined in Article 51A. They are intended to promote a sense of responsibility and 
commitment to the country, its ideals, and its institutions among the citizens of India. 

The fundamental duties serve to remind Indian citizens of their responsibilities as members of a 
democratic society. By outlining these duties in the Constitution, the government seeks to generate 
awareness of the roles and responsibilities that accompany the rights and privileges of citizenship. 

Fundamental duties are meant to be seen as complementary to fundamental rights. They reinforce 
the idea that rights and responsibilities go hand in hand. While citizens have the right to certain 
freedoms and protections, they also have a duty to respect these rights in others and in society as a 
whole. 

The fundamental duties promote the idea of national integration and unity. They encourage citizens 
to put the collective interests of the nation above personal or sectional interests. By fostering a sense 
of duty toward the country, they aim to create a cohesive and inclusive society. 

The fundamental duties to protect public property and preserve cultural heritage encourage a sense 
of ownership and responsibility. 

The duty to develop the scientific temper encourages citizens to think critically and engage with 
social and scientific progress. 

In conclusion, the inclusion of fundamental duties in the Indian Constitution is a deliberate effort to 
promote civic responsibility and a sense of duty among the citizens of India. These duties remind 
individuals of their obligations to the nation, its values, and its collective well-being, ensuring that 
rights and responsibilities are balanced in the functioning of a democratic and pluralistic society. 
[282 words] 

Ch 4] Principal Organs of the Government 
5. Do you agree that over the years the Supreme Court has become a forum for policy evolution? 
Justify your answer. [2023/15m/200w/8c] 

In an ideal system, the judicial organ of the government is primarily tasked with dispute resolution 
among various entities in the state. However, in the case of India, the Supreme Court of India has 
also evolved into a significant forum for policy development and evolution. This transformation has 
occurred through the court's expansive interpretation of the Indian Constitution, its role in 
addressing complex socio-political issues, and its proactive stance on various policy matters. 

The Supreme Court has played a pivotal role in expanding the scope of PIL, allowing individuals and 
organizations to petition the court on behalf of the marginalized and disadvantaged. Through PILs, 
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the court has addressed a wide range of policy issues, including environmental protection, child 
rights, and corruption, thereby influencing government policies. 

The Indian Supreme Court has often interpreted fundamental rights broadly to include various 
aspects of socio-economic well-being, such as the right to education, right to privacy, and right to 
live with dignity. This expansion has led to judicial engagement in policy matters. 

The court has often relied on the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) to guide its decisions and 
influence policy directions. These principles, though not legally enforceable, provide a roadmap for 
the government's social and economic policies. 

Several landmark judgments have had far-reaching policy implications. For example, the Vishakha 
judgment on sexual harassment at the workplace led to the formulation of guidelines, which 
eventually culminated in the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, 
and Redressal) Act in 2013. 

While the Supreme Court's role in policy evolution is significant, it is not without controversy. Critics 
argue that such judicial activism may sometimes encroach on the domain of the elected branches of 
government. Nevertheless, the court's contributions to policy development and social change have 
been an important aspect of its role in the Indian democratic system. [303 words] 

Ch 5] Grassroot Democracy 
6. Functions of District Planning Committee. [2023/10m/150w/5c] 

District Planning Committees (DPCs) are a crucial component of the decentralized planning process 
in India, particularly in the context of rural and urban development. These committees play a pivotal 
role in facilitating local-level planning, budgeting, and decision-making.  

The primary function of a DPC is to prepare the District Development Plan. This plan outlines the 
development priorities, strategies, and allocation of resources for the district. It addresses various 
sectors, such as agriculture, education, health, infrastructure, and social welfare. 

DPCs assess the specific needs, problems, and available resources within the district. It ensures that 
centrally sponsored and state-funded schemes and programs are integrated into the district plan. 
DPCs also determine the allocation of funds to different sectors and monitor the implementation of 
development projects and programs in the district.  

Moreover, DPCs facilitate the active involvement of local elected representatives, including 
Panchayat members and urban local body representatives, in the planning and decision-making 
process. This promotes grassroots democracy and empowers local communities. 

In essence, District Planning Committees are designed to ensure that development planning is 
responsive to local needs, participatory, and aligned with broader state and national development 
goals. They play a critical role in decentralizing the planning process and bringing decision-making 
closer to the people at the grassroots level. [207 words] 
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7. Discuss the major provisions of the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act. Do you think that 
the Act remains an 'unfulfilled dream'? Argue your case. [2023/20m/250w/6a] 

The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992, was a landmark legislation in India aimed at 
strengthening local self-government and municipal governance in urban areas. 

The Act provided constitutional status to urban local bodies (ULBs) by adding Part IXA to the Indian 
Constitution. This constitutional recognition aimed to ensure the independence and stability of 
municipal institutions. 

The Act classified ULBs into three categories: 

1. Municipal Corporations: For larger urban areas. 
2. Municipalities: For smaller urban areas. 
3. Nagar Panchayats: For transitional areas. Each category has different powers and functions. 

The Amendment mandated the reservation of seats for women in ULBs, including the office of the 
Mayor/Chairperson. This provision aimed to promote gender equality and women's participation in 
local governance. The Act also made provisions for the establishment of ward committees within 
municipal areas. These committees are meant to facilitate greater citizen participation and 
decentralized decision-making. 

While the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act brought about significant reforms and changes in the 
structure and functioning of urban local bodies, it does face several challenges, and its full 
implementation remains a work in progress. 

Many states have been slow in devolving adequate powers and functions to ULBs. In many cases, 
ULBs remain dependent on state governments for funding and decision-making. The financial 
autonomy of ULBs remains a concern, with many municipalities struggling to generate adequate 
revenue for their operations and development activities. 

Municipal bodies often lack the capacity, resources, and expertise needed to effectively carry out 
their functions, particularly in smaller towns and cities. The coordination between different tiers of 
government, including municipal bodies, Panchayats, and state governments, can be complex and 
sometimes leads to overlapping functions. 

While there has been progress in terms of women's representation in local bodies, there are still 
challenges related to their meaningful participation and empowerment. 

To realize the Act's objectives, there is a need for continued efforts to empower ULBs, enhance their 
financial autonomy, and strengthen their capacity to address the growing complexities of 
urbanization in India. While progress has been made, there is still much work to be done to fully 
realize the potential of the 74th Amendment Act. [350 words] 
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Ch 6] Statutory Institutions / Commissions 
8. National Commission for Minorities. [2023/10m/150w/5e] 

The National Commission for Minorities was set up under the National Commission for Minorities 
Act, 1992. The Commission plays a vital role in promoting the educational, economic, social, and 
cultural well-being of India's minority communities.  

The primary objective of the NCM is to ensure the protection of the rights of religious and linguistic 
minorities in India. It aims to prevent discrimination and violations of the rights of minorities. The 
Commission is also responsible for identifying minority communities in India, and it can recommend 
government certain actions to improve the status of minorities. 

Further, the NCM can conduct investigations and inquiries; and can intervene in legal proceedings, 
either on its own or based on complaints filed by minority individuals or communities, to protect and 
enforce their rights. 

The National Commission for Minorities consists of a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, and five 
members. The Chairperson and members are appointed by the President of India, and they hold 
office for a three-year term. The Commission should have representation from various minority 
communities, including Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Zoroastrians (Parsis). 

The NCM has faced criticisms about its effectiveness in protecting the rights and interests of minority 
communities. Some argue that it lacks the teeth to enforce its recommendations and intervene 
effectively. 

Despite these challenges, the National Commission for Minorities remains an important institution 
in India's efforts to protect and promote the rights and welfare of minority communities. It continues 
to be a forum for addressing issues related to the well-being of religious and linguistic minorities in 
the country. [254 words] 

Ch 7] Federalism 
9. Does the actual working of Indian federalism conform to the centralizing tendencies in Indian 
polity? Give reasons for your answer. [2023/20m/250w/7a] 

The actual working of Indian federalism has been a subject of debate, and it raises questions about 
the extent to which it conforms to centralizing tendencies in Indian polity. India's federal system is a 
unique blend of federal and unitary features, and it has exhibited both centralizing and 
decentralizing tendencies over the years.  

The Indian Constitution grants residuary powers to the central government. This centralization of 
powers is in contrast to some federal systems where residual powers are vested in the states. 
Moreover, states in India are highly dependent on fiscal transfers from the central government. The 
central government controls a significant share of financial resources, which can limit the fiscal 
autonomy of the states. 

The provision under Article 356 allows the central government to impose the President's Rule in a 
state under certain circumstances, effectively taking over the state government. While this provision 
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is meant to be used sparingly and as a last resort, it has been at times criticized as a tool for 
centralizing power. 

Some constitutional amendments have expanded the central government's powers at the expense 
of state autonomy. For example, the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) led to a shift 
in taxing authority from the states to the central government. 

While India's federal structure is meant to be cooperative federalism, there have been instances 
where cooperation has been lacking, leading to centralizing tendencies. These deviations include 
disputes between the central and state governments over issues like control of resources, water-
sharing agreements, implementation of central laws, delays in devolving financial resources to 
states and arrears in sharing revenues, differences in the implementation of centrally sponsored 
schemes etc. 

Initiatives such as the Finance Commission recommendations, the NITI Aayog (which replaced the 
Planning Commission), and the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) have aimed to 
improve fiscal and policy coordination. The Indian federal system is dynamic and has evolved over 
time. The new institutions seek to bring consensus to the federal system. [328 words] 

Ch 8] Planning and Economic Development 
10. How does NITI Aayog as a 'policy think tank with a shared vision' visualize the 
reorganization of planning in India? Justify your answer. [2023/15m/200w/6b] 

The NITI Aayog was envisioned as a modern and flexible policy think tank with a more decentralized 
and cooperative approach to planning and development in India.  

NITI Aayog embraces the concept of cooperative federalism, which encourages collaborative and 
cooperative efforts between the central government and state governments. It envisions a more 
inclusive approach to planning, where the states have a greater say in the design and 
implementation of policies and development programs. 

Unlike the Planning Commission, which often had a top-down approach, NITI Aayog emphasizes 
decentralized planning. It recognizes that states and local bodies are better positioned to 
understand their unique needs and challenges. NITI Aayog works to support and guide states in 
formulating their own development agendas. 

It emphasizes flexibility and innovation in planning. It encourages experimentation, piloting of new 
programs, and the use of technology to address development challenges. This approach allows for 
quicker adaptation to changing circumstances and the evolving needs of the country. 

NITI Aayog engages with stakeholders, including state governments, experts, civil society, and the 
private sector, in a consultative and collaborative manner. It seeks to incorporate a wide range of 
perspectives and expertise into policy formulation. 

NITI Aayog has advocated for greater financial devolution to states, emphasizing the importance of 
fiscal federalism. It has played a role in the distribution of resources between the centre and states 
to promote equitable development. 
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In summary, NITI Aayog envisions a reorganization of planning in India by promoting cooperative 
federalism, decentralization, innovation, and data-driven decision-making. NITI Aayog strives to 
serve as a dynamic and responsive policy think tank with a shared vision for India's development. 
[267 words] 

Ch 9] Caste, Religion and Ethnicity in Indian Politics 
11. The rise of caste politics is to be attributed to both regional aspirations and electoral 
manifestations. Comment. [2023/20m/250w/8a] 

As Beteille rightly remarks, in contemporary Indian society, outside the domain of the family, caste 
is most active at the level of politics. In pre-modern times, each attempt at caste identity assertion 
required the philippics of war and could not be carried out, as it is today, in a routine form within a 
democratic political format. 

The rise of caste-based politics in India reflects the complex interplay of social identities, political 
representation, and democratic processes in the country. India has a long history of caste-based 
social hierarchies and discrimination. Caste identities have often been closely tied to specific regions 
or areas, leading to regional variations in the way caste-based inequalities are experienced. 
According to Weiner, the charisma of Congress leaders, combined with the success of the freedom 
movement, led to the downgrading of the moral basis of castes. According to Kaviraj, this resulted in 
a “democracy of castes in place of a ‘hierarchy’”.  

In regions where certain caste groups have historically been marginalized and oppressed, there are 
aspirations for greater political representation and social justice. Regional parties often emerge as 
vehicles for these aspirations. The ‘bullock capitalists’ of Rudolph & Hoeber are small owners of land 
who exercise considerable political power in contemporary India as can be gauged from the 
successes of the Samajwadi Party and Rashtriya Janata Dal in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, respectively. 

The Indian Constitution includes provisions for reservations in educational institutions and 
government jobs for certain disadvantaged caste groups. The demand for these reservations and 
their implementation play a significant role in electoral politics. Parties engage in the practice of 
"social engineering" to craft electoral alliances that are designed to appeal to a range of caste and 
community interests. 

The rise of caste-based politics in India is a complex interplay of regional aspirations and electoral 
manifestations. While it has contributed to increased representation of historically marginalized 
groups, it also presents challenges related to identity-based voting, political fragmentation, and 
social divisions. [324 words] 

Ch 10] Party System 
12. The decade 1989-1999 has created an epochal shift in the Indian party system at the national 
level. Identify the major national trends in the party system during this era. 
[2023/15m/200w/8b] 

The decade between 1989 and 1999 saw significant changes and trends in the Indian political 
landscape and indeed marked an epochal shift in the Indian party system at the national level. 
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The most notable trend during this period was the emergence of coalition politics at the national 
level. The era marked a departure from single-party dominance to coalition governments, primarily 
due to the lack of a clear majority by any single party. Several coalition governments, often referred 
to as "unholy alliances," were formed at the centre. These coalitions involved diverse regional and 
ideological parties coming together to gain power. 

The era also witnessed the rise of regional parties, which played pivotal roles in national politics. 
Parties like the Janata Dal (and its factions), Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), and others 
gained prominence, particularly in Northern and Eastern states. These parties championed regional 
and caste-based interests. 

Further, the implementation of the Mandal Commission recommendations in 1990 altered the 
political dynamics, as OBC politics gained prominence, with parties like the Samajwadi Party and 
BSP seeking to represent the interests of these groups. 

The trend toward regional parties and regional aspirations became increasingly evident. States 
started playing a more crucial role in shaping national politics. The politics of each state began to 
influence the formation and stability of governments at the national level. 

The rise of coalition politics, the emergence of regional and caste-based parties, the Mandal-Mandir 
movements, and the fragmentation of the Congress Party were central to the changes in the national 
party system. This era marked the beginning of a more pluralistic and decentralized political 
landscape in India, which continues to shape the country's politics today. [276 words] 

Ch 11] Social Movement 
13. Environmentalism of the poor. [2023/10m/150w/5b] 

"Environmentalism of the poor" describes a particular approach to environmentalism and 
conservation that focuses on the perspectives and concerns of economically disadvantaged or 
marginalized communities, particularly in developing countries as described by Joan Martinez Alier. 
This approach highlights the ways in which environmental issues are closely intertwined with social, 
economic, and justice-related challenges faced by vulnerable populations.  

It recognizes that impoverished communities often bear the brunt of environmental degradation 
and resource exploitation. This includes issues such as deforestation, water pollution, land 
dispossession, and air pollution, which can have severe impacts on the well-being and livelihoods of 
the poor. 

The concept of ‘ecological distribution conflicts’ is intrinsic to the idea of ‘environmentalism of the 
poor’. These conflicts are the social conflicts caused by environmental degradation and unequal 
distribution of environmental resources. Some examples can be that of the Chipko movement in 
India and the indigenous people’s struggles in Brazil against agribusiness. 

The concept of "environmentalism of the poor" clarifies that environmentalism is not an elitist 
concept. It underscores the importance of understanding the complex relationships between 
poverty, inequality, and environmental issues. By doing so, it seeks to create a more inclusive and 
just approach to environmental conservation and management. [198 words] 

https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=2023answers
https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=2023answers


Politics for India  PSIR Model Answers 2023 

Buy PSIR Model Answers (2013-2023) eBook at  
https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/                   

21 

14. Dr. Ambedkar's clarion call, "Educate, Agitate and Organize", strategizes the Dalit 
movement towards achieving civil liberty. Discuss. [2023/15m/200w/7c] 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's clarion call to "Educate, Agitate, and Organize" underscores the importance of 
education, mobilization, and organized collective action as key components of the Dalit movement.  

Education has been the cornerstone of the Dalit movement. Dr. Ambedkar recognized the power of 
education in emancipating individuals and communities from the shackles of caste-based 
discrimination and inequality. Education not only imparts knowledge and skills but also builds self-
esteem and confidence among Dalits. 

Through education, Dalit leaders and intellectuals have emerged who have played a significant role 
in advocating for the rights and dignity of their community. These leaders have been instrumental in 
shaping the Dalit movement and representing their concerns in various forums. 

In addition, agitation and mobilization create pressure on the government and the legal system to 
enact and enforce anti-discrimination laws. Movements like the Dalit Panthers and various other 
Dalit rights organizations have used agitations to demand equal civil liberties. 

Organizing is about bringing Dalit communities together to address common issues and concerns. 
Through community-based organizations and networks, Dalits can collectively advocate for their 
rights and well-being. Organized Dalit groups have sought political representation at various levels 
of government. The formation of Dalit political parties and alliances has been a significant part of the 
organizing process, aiming to increase the political voice and representation of Dalits. 

It's important to note that this strategy is ongoing, as the struggle for civil liberties and social justice 
is far from over. The Dalit movement continues to evolve and adapt to new challenges, but the 
principles of education, agitation, and organization remain at its core. [263 words] 
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Paper II - Section A: Comparative Politics and Int. 
Relations 

Ch 1] Comparative Politics 
1. What are the crucial functions of empirical political theory in Comparative Politics? 
[2023/10m/150w/1a] 

Empirical political theory is essential as it bridges theory and real-world observations.  

Empirical political theory allows scholars to test and validate theoretical propositions and 
hypotheses. It enables researchers to assess the applicability of existing political theories to real-
world situations in various countries. Through empirical research, scholars can confirm or reject 
theoretical assumptions.  

It involves the collection and analysis of data from various sources, including surveys, case studies, 
historical records, and government documents. This data-driven approach helps researchers 
understand and explain political phenomena across countries. 

The empirical approach also facilitates comparative analysis by providing a systematic framework 
for comparing political systems, policies, and behaviors. Researchers can identify similarities and 
differences between countries, which can lead to valuable insights into political processes and 
outcomes. By identifying the factors that influence political outcomes, empirical political theory 
contributes to a deeper understanding of the causes and consequences of political events and 
behaviors. 

Moreover, empirical political theory can improve the predictive power of political science. By 
analyzing historical data and current trends, researchers can make informed predictions about 
future political developments and outcomes. And policymakers can use empirical findings to design 
and implement more effective policies that address specific challenges in their countries. 

Hence, empirical political theory is an essential tool for generating knowledge and insights that can 
inform both academic scholarship and public policy. [220 words] 

Ch 2] State in Comparative Perspective 
2. What are the difficulties faced by a political theorist in comparing the States? 
[2023/10m/150w/1b] 

States have unique cultural, historical, and contextual factors that influence their political systems 
and behaviors. These variations make it a challenging task to develop universal theories that apply 
to all states. 

Collecting accurate and comprehensive data on various states can be difficult. Data may be 
incomplete, outdated, or subject to bias, which can affect the reliability of comparative analyses. 

Political systems can be highly complex, and comparing states often involves analyzing a wide range 
of political institutions, behaviors, and processes. The complexity of these factors can make 
meaningful comparisons challenging. 
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Further, different states have diverse political traditions and ideologies. Political theorists must 
account for these variations when making comparisons. At times, language barriers can also hinder 
the comparative analysis of states. Accessing primary sources and conducting interviews or surveys 
in multiple languages can be logistically and financially challenging. 

Historical events and developments have a profound impact on a state's political landscape. 
Understanding a state's history is crucial for making accurate comparisons, but it can be time-
consuming and complex. 

Bias and subjectivity can influence the interpretation of data and the formulation of conclusions. 
Researchers must be vigilant in minimizing bias and ensuring objectivity in their comparative 
analyses. 

Political environments within states can change rapidly. Comparisons conducted over time may 
yield different results due to shifts in political dynamics, leadership, or public sentiment. 

Despite these challenges, political theorists continue to engage in comparative politics to gain 
insights into political systems, institutions, and behaviors. Careful consideration of these difficulties 
and a commitment to rigorous research methods can help mitigate the challenges of comparing 
states and yield valuable comparative insights. [266 words] 

Ch 3] Politics of Representation and Participation 
3. How does democratic politics construct citizenship? [2023/10m/150w/1c] 

T.H. Marshall in Citizenship and Social Class defined citizenship as ‘full and equal membership in a 
political community’, that holds the promise of equality and integration within the political 
community. Citizenship may then be seen as a condition that is continually evolving and changing. 
At different moments in history, ‘becoming a citizen’ has involved either an extension of the status 
to more persons, or a liberatory dismantling of hitherto existing structures of oppression. 

Democratic politics establishes the legal framework for citizenship. It defines who is a citizen, 
delineates their rights and duties, and outlines the procedures for acquiring or losing citizenship. 
This legal framework is enshrined in a country's constitution and citizenship laws. 

In a democracy, citizenship is closely linked to political participation. Citizens have the right to vote, 
stand for office, and engage in political activities. The act of voting is a fundamental expression of 
citizenship, allowing individuals to have a say in the selection of representatives and the formation 
of government. 

The rule of law, a fundamental principle of democracy, ensures that all citizens are equal before the 
law. Democratic politics reinforces the idea that no one is above the law and that citizens can seek 
legal redress when their rights are violated. 

Citizens in a democracy have the power to hold their elected representatives accountable through 
regular elections, public scrutiny, and mechanisms such as impeachment or recall. This 
accountability is an essential aspect of citizenship. 

Overall, democratic politics constructs citizenship by defining rights and responsibilities, facilitating 
political participation, promoting civic education, and fostering a sense of belonging and identity. 
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Citizenship in a democracy is not static; it evolves and adapts to changing political, social, and 
cultural contexts. [280 words] 

Ch 4] Globalization 
4. Critically examine the impact of globalization on the developing countries of the world. 
[2023/20m/250w/4a] 

Globalisation is defined as a process through which increased levels of contacts are being made in 
economic, social and cultural areas between different countries.  

For developing economies, globalization has opened up markets and opportunities to engage in 
international trade and investment. This has the potential to boost economic growth and reduce 
poverty by creating jobs and increasing income. Globalization has brought a wider variety of goods 
and services to developing countries, often at lower prices. This benefits consumers by providing 
access to a more diverse range of products. Further, globalization has also facilitated cultural 
exchange and exposure to diverse traditions, ideas, and lifestyles. This can foster greater cultural 
understanding and appreciation. 

On the flip side, globalization has exacerbated income inequality in many developing countries. 
While some have benefited, others have been left behind. This inequality can have social and 
political consequences. The availability of cheap labour and natural resources along with the little 
control for environmental pollution in the developing countries have persuaded the MNCs to shift 
some investment allocation to the latter. This is harmful for the people and environment of those 
countries. 

According to Keith Griffin, negative impact of globalisation is mainly due to the absence of 
international body to ‘govern’ the global market forces. When developing countries join the global 
organisation, they are bound with intellectual property right agreement. Farmers in India, for 
instance, have witnessed the impact of increased costs in relation to Monsanto’s Bt cotton seeds.  

The impact of globalization on developing countries is complex and multifaceted. The main message 
ofJoseph Stiglitz’s Globalization and its Discontents was that the problem was not globalization, but 
how the process was being managed. Unfortunately, the management didn’t change. While it has 
the potential to drive economic growth and development, it also poses challenges such as inequality, 
cultural homogenization, and environmental degradation. [303 words] 

Ch 5] Approaches to Study International Relations 
5. In what ways the functionalist approach in International relations help in maintaining peace 
and order in global politics? [2023/15m/200w/2b] 

The functionalist approach, initiated by David Mitrany, focuses on the functional cooperation and 
integration of states, emphasizing the role of international organizations, institutions, and 
agreements in promoting peace and order in global politics.  

Functionalism encourages states to collaborate on shared functional issues, such as trade, public 
health, and environmental protection. It suggests that by addressing common challenges, states can 
build trust and reduce the potential for conflict. 
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Functionalism advocates for the establishment of international organizations, like the United 
Nations (UN) and its specialized agencies, to facilitate cooperation and manage global issues. These 
organizations provide forums for dialogue, negotiation, and dispute resolution. 

Economic cooperation and integration, as promoted by functionalist approaches, can lead to 
increased economic interdependence between states. When states have significant economic ties, 
they are less likely to engage in military conflicts that could disrupt those ties. 

Functionalism supports efforts to transform conflicts into cooperative relationships. By identifying 
shared interests and common goals, states can move from confrontation to cooperation. 

While the functionalist approach has its merits in promoting peace and order in global politics, it is 
not without criticisms. Critics argue that functionalism may oversimplify international relations by 
focusing too narrowly on cooperation and integration, sometimes neglecting power politics and 
security concerns.  

Nevertheless, the functionalist approach remains a valuable perspective in the field of IR, particularly 
in addressing contemporary global challenges that transcend national borders. [227 words] 

6. What do you mean by offensive and defensive realism? [2023/15m/200w/4b] 

Offensive and defensive realism are two prominent theories within the field of International 
Relations that provide different perspectives on how states behave in the international system, 
particularly with regard to the pursuit of power and security.  

Offensive realism, often attributed to John Mearsheimer, posits that states are inherently power-
seeking and that the international system is characterized by anarchy and self-help. In this theory, 
states have a relentless drive to maximize their power and security. They are driven by a survival 
instinct in an anarchic world where there is no higher authority to guarantee their security. 

States are not satisfied with simply maintaining their current power and security; they aim to expand 
and gain a dominant position in the international system. 

Offensive realists argue that states are often trapped in a security dilemma. An increase in one state's 
security can be perceived as a threat by others, leading to an arms race and competition for relative 
gains. States may engage in balancing (aligning with other states to counter a powerful adversary) 
or bandwagoning (aligning with a powerful state to gain security) strategies to respond to the power 
and ambitions of other states. 

Defensive realism, associated with Kenneth Waltz, provides a different perspective on state behavior 
in the international system. It acknowledges the importance of power-seeking but emphasizes that 
states are primarily concerned with their own security and survival. They are more focused on 
maintaining their current level of security and preventing threats rather than aggressively seeking 
expansion. 

Defensive realists argue that states engage in balancing behavior to maintain a balance of power in 
the system, which can lead to stability and deter aggression. Here, states are less concerned with 
relative gains and prioritize security and achieving absolute gains. Moreover, states are limited by 
the capabilities of other states and the inherent uncertainty of the international environment. 
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In summary, offensive realism and defensive realism represent two contrasting perspectives within 
the realist tradition in IR. These theories provide different lenses through which to understand state 
behavior in the international system and the dynamics of international politics. [343 words] 

Ch 7] Changing International Political Order 
7. Discuss the relevance of the normative ethos of the Non-Aligned Movement in magnifying 
India's soft power in pursuit of her national interest. [2023/20m/250w/2a] 

The Non-Aligned Movement is a group of states that chose not to align with any major power bloc 
during the Cold War. It was founded on the principles of neutrality, anti-colonialism, anti-
imperialism, and the promotion of peace and cooperation among nations. India's consistent 
commitment to these values has enhanced its image as a principled and morally-driven nation, 
contributing to its soft power. 

As a founder of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), a sound critic of imperialism and colonialism, and 
a proponent of disarmament, India presented value-based policies that generated goodwill 
especially among developing countries. Its active role in the NAM contributed to its positive image 
and helped position itself as a spokesperson for the developing world. 

According to Lehmann, India, lacking in economic and military capabilities, immediately after its 
independence, sought to depend upon the soft power by inventing and choosing an alternative 
option guaranteeing independence: Non-Alignment Movement (NAM), therefore, in the Cold War 
world of hard power and ideological confrontation, became an instrument through which India was 
able to exercise considerable international soft power. 

NAM's diverse membership and principled stance allowed India to exert influence on global issues. 
India's leadership within NAM has given it a platform to advocate for its national interests, such as 
disarmament, peace, and development, on the international stage. India's historical association 
with NAM's anti-colonial and anti-imperialist principles resonates with many post-colonial and 
developing nations. This shared history has created a sense of solidarity and empathy, boosting 
India's soft power in these regions. 

NAM has often played a role in mediating conflicts, and India's involvement in such efforts has 
showcased its commitment to peaceful conflict resolution. This has contributed to India's image as 
a responsible and diplomatic actor, enhancing its soft power. 

India's consistent commitment to NAM's principles of peace, cooperation, anti-imperialism, and 
global justice has enhanced its image as a principled and responsible global actor. This, in turn, has 
contributed to India's ability to influence and pursue its national interests on the global stage. [329 
words] 

8. "During the Cold War, the Non-Aligned Movement tried to become a 'Third Force' in world 
politics, but failed because it was too large and unwieldy." Discuss. [2023/20m/250w/3a] 

Non-alignment is one of those phenomenon of international politics which appeared after the 
Second World War in cold war situation on the international scene. It provided a new twist to the 
world politics and has represented an important force in shaping the nature of international 
relations.  
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However, the diversity and strength of membership of NAM turned out to be a bane. The movement 
included countries with a wide range of political systems, ideologies, and interests. This diversity 
made it difficult to formulate a unified and coherent agenda. 

Moreover, NAM member states had varying levels of commitment to the movement's principles. 
Some countries were more aligned with the Western or Eastern blocs, and their competing interests 
within NAM created internal divisions and limited the movement's influence. 

NAM did not have strong centralized decision-making mechanisms. Decisions often required 
consensus among member states, which was challenging to achieve given the diversity of interests. 
This made it difficult for NAM to take decisive actions on global issues. 

NAM member states often lacked the resources and capabilities to effectively address global 
challenges, such as economic development, security, and conflict resolution. This limited their 
impact on world events. 

The end of the Cold War brought about a fundamental shift in global politics. With the dissolution of 
the Eastern bloc, the rationale for NAM's existence as a "Third Force" was challenged, and its role 
became less clear. 

Some NAM member states were part of regional alliances that had their own priorities and interests. 
These regional commitments sometimes took precedence over NAM's objectives, further 
complicating the movement's cohesion. 

Despite these limitations, NAM did play a role in promoting the principles of neutrality, anti-
imperialism, and anti-colonialism on the international stage and continued to exist beyond the Cold 
War era as a forum for diplomatic dialogue and cooperation among its member states. [302 words] 

9. Discuss the various constraints on American hegemony today. Which of these are likely to 
become more prominent in the future? [2023/15m/200w/4c] 

The peak period of American hegemony lasted less than 20 years, from the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989 to the financial crisis of 2007-09. The country was dominant in many domains of power—
military, economic, political and cultural. 

According to Fareed Zakaria the rise of China and Russia’s rise from being both weak and quiescent 
in the early 1990s to being a revanchist power; with two major global players outside the U.S.-
constructed international system, the world has entered a post-American phase. 

The 2008 global financial crisis and subsequent economic challenges undermined the perception of 
American economic dominance. Fiscal issues, trade imbalances, and growing national debt pose 
constraints on U.S. economic power. 

Further, the American unilateralism and skepticism toward international institutions have 
sometimes strained its relationships with allies and partners. The United States' influence is 
constrained by the desire of other nations to assert their own interests within multilateral 
frameworks. 

The extensive U.S. military commitments worldwide, including ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, 
place a significant burden on American resources and limit its ability to project power elsewhere. 
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The U.S. has experienced a decline in its soft power, as its reputation has been affected by 
controversial foreign policies and actions. Public perception of the United States plays a role in 
shaping its global influence. 

Zakaria writes that, ‘just as American hegemony grew in the early 1990s while no one was noticing, 
so in the late 1990s did the forces that would undermine it, even as people had begun to speak of the 
United States as “the indispensable nation” and “the world’s sole superpower.” 

Lastly, the prominence of these constraints in the future will depend on how the United States 
adapts to evolving international dynamics and the actions of other global actors. [292 words] 

Ch 9] United Nations 
10. What is the structure and functions of International Court of Justice? [2023/10m/150w/1d] 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN) and 
is often referred to as the "World Court." It was established in 1945 and is located in The Hague, 
Netherlands.  

The ICJ is responsible for settling legal disputes between states and providing advisory opinions on 
legal questions referred to it by UN organs and specialized agencies.  

ICJ consists of 15 judges who are elected by the UN General Assembly and the UN Security Council. 
Judges serve nine-year terms, and the terms are staggered to ensure continuity. Judges are elected 
based on their qualifications, experience, and integrity from different geographical regions. In 
elections, a candidate must obtain an absolute majority in both the General Assembly and the 
Security Council to be elected. 

The primary function of the ICJ is to settle legal disputes between states. States that are parties to a 
dispute can voluntarily submit it to the Court for adjudication. The Court's decisions are legally 
binding on the parties. 

The ICJ can provide advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by UN organs and specialized 
agencies. While these opinions are non-binding, it carries significant legal weight and serve as 
guidance on international law issues. 

The International Court of Justice plays a critical role in the peaceful resolution of international 
disputes and the development of international law. Its judgments and advisory opinions contribute 
to the clarification and development of legal principles and norms in the international community. 
[244 words] 

11. Discuss the structure and functions of UN Security Council? [2023/10m/150w/1e] 

The United Nations Security Council is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN) and 
is responsible for maintaining international peace and security. It has both a distinct structure and a 
set of functions that are crucial to its role in the global arena. 

The Security Council consists of 15 member states, with five permanent members (P5) and ten non-
permanent members. The P5, often referred to as the "Big Five," are the United States, Russia, China, 
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France, and the United Kingdom. The P5 have veto power over substantive matters, while non-
permanent members serve two-year terms and do not possess veto power. 

The presidency of the Security Council rotates among its members on a monthly basis, following the 
English alphabetical order of the member states' names. The presidency is responsible for chairing 
meetings, setting the agenda, and facilitating discussions. 

The Security Council meets regularly to discuss and make decisions on a wide range of international 
issues. Meetings can be called at any time, including in the case of emergencies, to address urgent 
matters. 

The primary function of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and security. It does 
so through various means, including the authorization of peacekeeping missions, enforcement 
actions, and sanctions. The Security Council authorizes and oversees peacekeeping operations in 
regions affected by conflict. These operations aim to prevent or resolve conflicts, protect civilians, 
and help countries transition to peace. The Security Council has the authority to impose sanctions 
on states or entities to influence their behavior and promote peace. Sanctions can include economic 
restrictions, travel bans, and arms embargoes. 

The Security Council also has the authority to authorize the use of force when necessary to respond 
to a threat to international peace. This is a critical function, and such authorization is required for 
military interventions. 

The Council has faced criticisms related to its structure, particularly the issue of the veto power held 
by the P5, which some argue limits the Council's effectiveness and represents an outdated 
distribution of power. The UNSC is in urgent need of reforms so that it remains relevant in changing 
international politics. [351 words] 

Ch 10] Regionalization of World Politics 
12. How does the regime change and political crisis in Myanmar threaten regional security and 
peace? [2023/15m/200w/2c] 

The regime change and political crisis in Myanmar on February 1, 2021, pose significant threats to 
regional security and peace in several ways. 

The political turmoil and violence in Myanmar have led to a severe humanitarian crisis. Thousands 
of people, including civilians and ethnic minorities, have been displaced, and many have sought 
refuge in neighboring countries like Thailand and Bangladesh. This places a strain on regional 
resources and stability. 

Since the coup, the peaceful protests have met disproportionate responses from the military junta, 
including “excessive and lethal force, live ammunition, grenades, and the so-called less-lethal 
weapons.” Police and soldiers massacred protesters in cities and towns across the country. This 
caught the attention of the international community, which condemned the junta's serious 
violations of international human rights law and humanitarian law, and now expects ASEAN to 
intervene efficiently to end the violence. 
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Regional economies are interconnected, and Myanmar plays a role in the regional economy. The 
crisis in Myanmar can disrupt trade, investment, and economic relations, affecting the prosperity 
and stability of neighboring countries. 

Myanmar's political crisis also has regional and global geopolitical implications. As countries take 
sides or try to influence the situation, it can lead to increased tensions and rivalries in the region, 
contributing to instability. 

Moreover, the Golden Triangle, which includes parts of Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia, has 
long been associated with drug production and trafficking. A destabilized Myanmar could exacerbate 
these issues, leading to a rise in drug-related problems and organized crime, which can threaten 
regional security. 

The regime change and political crisis in Myanmar have profound and multifaceted implications for 
regional security and peace. And addressing these challenges requires both regional and 
international cooperation and diplomacy to find a sustainable solution and restore stability in 
Myanmar and the broader region. [295 words] 

13. Account for the rise of European Union as a highly influential regional organisation. 
[2023/15m/200w/3b] 

The rise of the European Union (EU) as a highly influential regional organization can be attributed to 
a combination of historical, political, economic, and institutional factors.  

The EU's origins can be traced back to the aftermath of World War II when European nations sought 
to prevent further devastating conflicts. The Treaty of Paris in 1951 established the European Coal 
and Steel Community (ECSC), which marked the beginning of European integration. The memory of 
two world wars provided a strong impetus for regional cooperation and peace. 

The establishment of the European Economic Community (EEC) through the Treaty of Rome in 1957 
laid the foundation for economic integration. The Common Market, which allowed for the free 
movement of goods, capital, services, and people, promoted economic growth and stability. 

The creation of the Single European Act in 1986 and the adoption of the euro as a common currency 
in 1999 further deepened economic integration. These measures enhanced economic efficiency and 
facilitated trade, investment, and cross-border economic activity. 

The EU's ability to respond to crises, such as the Balkan conflicts in the 1990s and the debt crisis in 
the early 2010s, demonstrated its capacity to manage complex challenges. Crisis responses 
showcased the EU as a stabilizing force and enhanced its influence in conflict resolution and 
economic governance. 

The development of a CFSP and the Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP) allowed the EU to 
speak with a unified voice on international issues and participate in peacekeeping missions and 
crisis management. 

The EU's institutional structure, including the European Commission, the European Parliament, and 
the European Council, has enabled effective decision-making and policy implementation. The 
Lisbon Treaty in 2009 further streamlined the EU's institutions, making it more efficient and 
coherent. 
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As one of the world's largest trading blocs, the EU's economic leverage has enabled it to negotiate 
favorable trade agreements and exert influence on global trade regulations. 

The EU's rise as an influential regional organization is a testament to its ability to adapt, expand, and 
evolve in response to changing global dynamics. It remains a key player in global affairs, and its 
influence extends beyond Europe's borders, impacting a wide range of international issues. [358 
words] 

Ch 11] Contemporary Global Concerns 
14. Narrate the various ways in which rapid environmental degradation is posing a serious 
threat to human security. Illustrate your answer with suitable examples. [2023/15m/200w/3c] 

Human security places the individual as the referent object of security rather than as state 
sovereignty and “national security.” From this perspective, environmental degradation constitutes 
a serious threat to human security, unless effective environmental governance is implemented. 

The twin security and environmental crises are linked in ways that we are only beginning to 
understand, with impacts we are only beginning to feel. Climate change is a risk multiplier for both 
new and pre-existing sources of tension. The impacts fall hardest in places already marked by 
poverty, dysfunctional governance and conflict history. However, given the extent of 
interconnections in the 21st century, they have consequences right across the world—connecting 
people and populations in an environment of insecurity. 

Climate change is leading to more frequent and severe extreme weather events, such as hurricanes, 
droughts, floods, and wildfires. These events can result in significant loss of life, displacement, and 
damage to infrastructure, affecting the physical security and well-being of communities. 

As environmental conditions deteriorate, communities may be forced to migrate due to factors like 
sea-level rise, desertification, and natural disasters. This can lead to internal and cross-border 
displacement, creating refugee crises and exacerbating social and political tensions. 

Environmental degradation can disrupt livelihoods, damage infrastructure, and reduce agricultural 
productivity. This economic vulnerability can lead to poverty, social instability, and even conflict. 

Addressing these threats to human security requires a multi-pronged approach that includes 
mitigation and adaptation measures to combat environmental degradation, as well as policies and 
strategies to promote social resilience, sustainable resource management, and international 
cooperation. [254 words] 
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Paper II - Section B: India and the World 

Ch 1] Indian Foreign Policy 
1. Explain major features of India's foreign policy in the 21st century. [2023/10m/150w/5a] 

World was passing through the age of ideological, militarily and economical changes during the 
transition to the 21st century. In such circumstances it was a major challenge to India to make 
coordination with international situation. 

However, in changing circumstances, India has maintained its commitment to strategic autonomy, 
emphasizing that it will make foreign policy decisions based on its national interests and not be 
aligned with any particular power bloc. This approach has allowed and continues to allow India to 
engage with multiple partners and safeguard its sovereignty. 

India has actively diversified its diplomatic and strategic partnerships. It has deepened engagement 
with traditional partners like the United States and Russia while strengthening ties with emerging 
powers such as China, Japan, and European nations. It has also expanded its outreach to countries 
in Africa, Latin America, and the Indo-Pacific and south-east Asia with policy like Act-East. 

India has also demonstrated a strong commitment to multilateralism and the United Nations. And 
sought to play a constructive role in addressing global challenges, such as climate change, 
peacekeeping, and sustainable development. 

Emphasising the need for international cooperation to combat terrorism and enhance global 
security, India, has advocated for a Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism at the 
United Nations and has worked with partner countries to address common security challenges. 

Overall, India's foreign policy in the 21st century is characterized by a pragmatic approach that 
balances its national interests with a commitment to global peace, stability, and development. As 
India's economy and global influence continue to grow, its foreign policy is likely to adapt and evolve 
to address emerging challenges and opportunities on the world stage. [270 words] 

2. What are the external determinants of the Foreign Policy of a State? [2023/20m/250w/8a] 

The foreign policy of a state is influenced by a range of external determinants, which shape a 
country's interactions with the international community and its approach to global affairs. These 
external determinants play a crucial role in the formulation and implementation of foreign policy.  

The geopolitical landscape, including the proximity of neighboring countries, regional power 
dynamics, and the presence of strategic rivals, has a significant impact on a state's foreign policy 
choices. Additionally, the distribution of global power and the role of major powers influence a 
state's alignment and strategic partnerships. The rise or decline of major powers can lead to shifts in 
alliances and cooperation. 

International organizations, such as the United Nations, and regional organizations can shape a 
state's foreign policy by providing frameworks for cooperation, conflict resolution, and the 
promotion of shared norms and values. Treaty commitments and international agreements also 
affect a state's foreign policy choices. 
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Moreover, economic factors, such as trade relations, access to markets, and natural resource 
dependencies, influence a state's foreign policy as economic interests often drive trade agreements, 
investment, and economic diplomacy. 

Security concerns, including threats from neighboring states, transnational terrorism, and the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, influence a state's security policies, military alliances, 
and defense strategies. 

In the times of ‘risk society’, environmental issues, such as climate change, resource scarcity, and 
ecological challenges, can have global repercussions. States may adjust their foreign policy to 
address these challenges through international cooperation and environmental agreements. 

External determinants of foreign policy are interrelated and can change over time in response to 
shifting global dynamics. States often engage in strategic analysis and diplomacy to navigate these 
determinants and advance their national interests in a complex and interconnected world. [284 
words] 

Ch 3] India and South Asia 
3. What are the reasons for lack of 'regionness' in South-Asia? [2023/10m/150w/5b] 

It doesn’t take an outsider to understand the lack of "regionness" in South Asia. This can be 
attributed to several historical, political, social, and economic factors. While South Asia has made 
efforts to enhance regional cooperation, various challenges have hindered the development of a 
strong regional identity and integration. 

The first is that South Asia is an Indo-centric region. This means that India is central to it 
geographically and in terms of the socio-cultural and economic infrastructure of the region. The 
countries of the region have a common border with India. They are also related to India separately 
and individually in terms of their cultural identities, economic patterns, philosophical trends, and 
historical experience. Conversely there is a bit of India in every other country of South Asia. 

The asymmetry between India and other member countries in terms of geography, economy, 
military strength and influence in the global arena make the smaller countries apprehensive. In 
terms of size, population, resource base, potential for economic growth, military strength, and 
viability of the constitutional and political system, India is far too superior to any of its neighbours. 

According to SD Muni, the above two characteristics of the region together make South Asia an India-
centred and India-dominated region. The disparity in power between India and its neighbours has 
certainly generated legitimate and understandable apprehensions in the latter.  

Moreover, conflict and tensions arise in South Asia also because of the different paths and strategies 
adopted by the various South Asian states for their social, economic, and political development. The 
colonial legacies provided the background to the adoption of such diverse paths and strategies. 
There were asymmetric, fragmented, and underdeveloped state and nation structures created and 
nurtured during colonial rule.  

Regionalism is an evolutionary process. The dynamics of this process is constituted by the needs and 
aspirations of the region itself. The nature and direction of regional co-operation would be defined 
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by the interaction between the the socio- economic infrastructure of the subcontinent, including the 
roots of conflict and the sources of co-operation. [337 words] 

4. Why do ethnic conflicts and insurgencies continue to remain a major impediment to regional 
cooperation in South-Asia? [2023/10m/150w/5d] 

Ethnic conflicts and insurgencies persist as a major impediment to regional cooperation in South 
Asia for several interrelated reasons. 

Many ethnic conflicts in South Asia have deep historical roots, often related to issues of 
marginalization, discrimination, and unresolved grievances from the past. These historical 
grievances continue to drive movements for autonomy or independence, leading to conflicts that 
hinder regional cooperation. 

Territorial disputes, often along ethnic or religious lines, contribute to conflicts within and between 
South Asian countries. These disputes can make regional cooperation challenging, as countries may 
prioritize their territorial claims over cooperation. The issue if further exacerbated by politicians, who 
exploit ethnic and religious identities for electoral gain, making it difficult to find common ground 
for cooperation. 

Urmila Phadnis’ work demonstrates that the dialectical interaction between homogenising state 
nationalism(s) on the one hand, and the various forms of sub-nationalism that resist cultural 
assimilation from above, on the other, play a role in the conflicts. 

Moreover, economic disparities and unequal distribution of resources also fuel ethnic conflicts. 
Groups marginalized in terms of economic opportunities may seek to address their grievances 
through violent means, making cooperation challenging. Finally, the absence of effective 
mechanisms for conflict resolution and reconciliation can hinder the peaceful settlement of ethnic 
disputes.  

Addressing ethnic conflicts and insurgencies in South Asia requires a multifaceted approach that 
involves conflict resolution, addressing root causes, inclusive governance, and regional cooperation. 
[229 words] 

Ch 4] India and the Global South 
5. Why is the compromise reached at WTO regarding the Covid-19 vaccine manufacturing not a 
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) waiver? [2023/10m/150w/5c] 

India and South Africa, in 2020, in relation to prevention, containment or treatment of COVID-19, 
proposed to authorize WTO Members to waive the substantive and enforcement-related provisions 
of the TRIPS Agreement not only for patents but also for copyrights, industrial designs, trade secrets, 
and test data protection; 

A quad of EU, India, South Africa and the US came to a compromise which was far less ambitious and 
ambiguous. The compromise excludes diagnostics, treatments, and PPE. It only narrowly modifies 
compulsory licenses of patents covering COVID vaccines. Moreover, it imposes additional restrictions 
on use of compulsory licenses.  

https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=2023answers
https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=2023answers


Politics for India  PSIR Model Answers 2023 

Buy PSIR Model Answers (2013-2023) eBook at  
https://products.politicsforindia.com/product/psir-model-answers-to-pyqs/                   

36 

However, the multinational pharmaceutical manufacturers have protested even these modest 
changes from the status quo, arguing that there is no IP problem that needs to be fixed. 

This compromise was yet another blow to the global solidarity in hard times. The efforts should be 
made to analyze the systemic discrimination and inequality, as well as the historical biases and 
economic interests, which ultimately prevented countries from reaching a more appropriate 
solution the world needed. [170 words] 

6. What diplomatic steps has India taken to articulate the interests of the Global South in 
International Politics? [2023/10m/150w/5e] 

India has a long history of actively articulating the interests of the Global South in international 
politics.  

Most significantly, India was one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961. 
NAM emphasizes principles such as sovereignty, self-determination, and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other nations. 

India is also an active member of the Group of 77 (G-77), a coalition of developing nations that works 
to promote economic cooperation and development. India has also been part of the Group of 15 (G-
15), which focuses on fostering cooperation among developing countries in various fields. 

It is also a key member of BRICS, which aims to advance the economic and political interests of 
developing countries and advocates for a more balanced international order. 

India actively engages in South-South cooperation by providing technical assistance, capacity-
building, and development aid to other developing nations. This helps promote self-reliance and 
economic growth in partner countries. 

India has always advocated for the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities," which 
recognizes historical disparities in greenhouse gas emissions and calls on developed countries to 
take the lead in addressing climate change. Similarly, India has participated in trade negotiations at 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other forums, advocating for fair trade policies that 
consider the needs of developing countries.  

India's diplomatic efforts are aimed at advancing the economic, political, and social interests of 
developing countries, strengthening their collective voice in international politics, and promoting a 
more equitable global order. These efforts reflect India's commitment to solidarity with the Global 
South. [253 words] 

7. Discuss the major drivers of India's interests in Africa. [2023/15m/200w/8c] 

India's interests in Africa are driven by a combination of economic, strategic, political, and 
diplomatic factors. These interests have evolved over time, and India's engagement with African 
countries has grown significantly.  

India seeks to diversify its trade partners and sources of raw materials, including oil and minerals. 
So, access to African markets for Indian goods and services and investment opportunities in sectors 
such as infrastructure, agriculture, and manufacturing are key drivers. 
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Moreover, Africa is a significant source of energy resources, including oil, natural gas, and coal. 
Securing access to these resources is crucial for India's energy security. India has invested in the 
exploration and production of energy resources in countries like Nigeria, Sudan, and Mozambique. 
India also has a growing need for these minerals for its manufacturing and industrial sectors, making 
it a key driver of India's interests in the continent. 

India shares its agricultural expertise with African countries and participates in initiatives like the 
India-Africa Forum Summit to boost agricultural productivity. India is also involved in infrastructure 
projects in Africa, including building roads, ports, and power plants. 

India's pharmaceutical industry provides affordable generic drugs to African countries, contributing 
to improved healthcare. India has also been involved in healthcare capacity building in Africa, 
including providing medical professionals and training. 

Strategically, India seeks to balance China's growing influence in Africa by increasing its own 
diplomatic, economic, and strategic presence. India's interests align with African nations looking to 
diversify their partnerships and avoid overreliance on a single power. 

India's interests in Africa are multifaceted and reflect the growing importance of the continent in the 
global economy and international politics. India's engagement with Africa is expected to continue 
evolving, driven by these multifaceted interests and a commitment to building stronger partnerships 
with African nations. [291 words] 

Ch 5] India and the Global Centres of Power 
8. Arms trade, economic ties and congruent geo-political interests are no longer the three 
pillars of India - Russia relationship in the emerging strategic context. Comment. 
[2023/20m/250w/6a] 

The India-Russia relationship has always been that of friendship but with the changing global 
dynamics, the nature of this friendship has also changed. 

India and Russia have a long-standing history of arms trade, with India being a major buyer of 
Russian defense equipment. While arms trade remains significant, India has also diversified its 
defense procurement by engaging with other countries, such as the United States, Israel, and France, 
among others. The dependence on Russia for defense equipment has decreased, which might have 
affected the centrality of arms trade in the relationship. 

Economic cooperation between India and Russia was another cornerstone of their relationship, 
primarily in sectors like energy, nuclear technology, and pharmaceuticals. However, economic ties 
have not seen significant growth over the years, and both countries have been looking to expand 
their trade and investment partnerships with other nations. 

Historically, India and Russia shared common interests, especially during the Cold War. While they 
still cooperate on various geopolitical issues, such as counter-terrorism and multilateral forums like 
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), India has also been building partnerships 
with other major powers like the United States and has its unique strategic priorities, particularly in 
its Indo-Pacific engagement. 
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The changing geopolitical landscape, with the rise of China, the repositioning of the United States, 
and the shifting global balance of power, has led India to recalibrate its strategic engagements.  

India's "multi-alignment" strategy involves engaging with multiple powers, rather than relying on a 
single ally. This diversification strategy can reduce India's dependence on Russia and make it less 
reliant on any one partner. 

The India-Russia relationship remains valuable, but it is evolving, and the traditional pillars are likely 
to be supplemented by new dimensions and priorities. [284 words] 

9. Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) performs an important role in India's strategic 
balancing act to withstand the dominance of China in Asia. Discuss. [2023/15m/200w/6c] 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, commonly known as the QUAD, is a strategic forum comprising 
the United States, Japan, India, and Australia.  

One of the primary objectives of the QUAD is to address the growing influence and assertiveness of 
China in the Indo-Pacific region. China's actions in the South China Sea, border disputes with India, 
and its Belt and Road Initiative have raised concerns among QUAD members. For India, which shares 
a long and contested border with China, the QUAD provides a platform to collaborate with like-
minded nations to ensure regional stability and counterbalance Chinese influence. 

The QUAD facilitates security cooperation among its members. India, as a member, benefits from 
intelligence sharing, joint military exercises, and discussions on regional security issues. These 
activities help India build its capacity and enhance its preparedness to address security challenges, 
which could include countering Chinese aggression if necessary. 

Beyond the security dimension, the QUAD has also expressed interest in promoting economic and 
infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific region. This is seen as an alternative to China's Belt 
and Road Initiative, which has been criticized for debt traps and strategic influence. India, with its 
Act East Policy, can leverage QUAD initiatives for economic and infrastructure development in the 
region, which aligns with its strategic interests. 

It's important to note that while the QUAD offers strategic benefits for India, it also involves 
navigating complex geopolitical dynamics and maintaining a delicate balance in its foreign policy. 
India's participation in the QUAD aims to ensure a rules-based and stable Indo-Pacific region that is 
conducive to its own interests and regional security. [262 words] 

Ch 6] India and the UN System 
10. Discuss the importance of India's role in UN peacekeeping operations as a ground for its 
claim to a permanent seat in the UN Security Council.  

India has a long and consistent history of participating in UN peacekeeping missions. It has been 
involved in peacekeeping efforts since the 1950s and has contributed significantly to various 
missions across the globe.  

India is one of the largest contributors of troops and police personnel to UN peacekeeping missions. 
This highlights India's readiness to shoulder the responsibility of maintaining peace and security in 
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various conflict zones. Its contributions have included not only troops but also civilian personnel and 
experts, reflecting its multifaceted approach to peacekeeping. 

Moreover, India’s involvement in diverse peacekeeping missions has equipped it with a wealth of 
experience and expertise in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and post-conflict reconstruction. 
Indian peacekeepers have often played crucial roles in mediating conflicts, providing humanitarian 
assistance, and ensuring the stability of war-torn regions. 

Importantly, India's involvement in UN peacekeeping operations reflects its commitment to 
multilateralism and the rules-based international order. This is in line with the principles of the 
United Nations and underscores India's potential role as a responsible stakeholder in the UNSC. 

While India's contributions to UN peacekeeping operations are undeniably significant, they are just 
one aspect as India's claim is supported by not only its peacekeeping role but also its status as the 
world's largest democracy, its growing economic and military power, and its active diplomatic 
engagement on global issues. [218 words] 

Ch 7] India and the Nuclear Question 
11. “India's Nuclear policy is deeply influenced by its cultural beliefs and the pragmatic 
approach of its foreign policy." Discuss. [2023/20m/250w/7a] 

India's nuclear policy is indeed shaped by a combination of cultural beliefs and a pragmatic 
approach to foreign policy. This dual influence has been a defining feature of India's nuclear posture.  

India's cultural beliefs and historical context have contributed to its nuclear policy. India has a 
tradition of non-aggression and non-use of force, rooted in its cultural and philosophical history. This 
is reflected in India's "no first use" (NFU) nuclear doctrine, which underscores its commitment to 
using nuclear weapons only as a last resort in self-defense. 

On the other hand, India's foreign policy is driven by a pragmatic assessment of its security 
environment. India faces significant security challenges, including regional rivalries and threats from 
nuclear-armed neighbors, such as China and Pakistan. In this context, India developed a credible 
minimum deterrence posture, which is informed by pragmatism and the need to ensure national 
security. 

India's nuclear policy is shaped by the geopolitical realities of South Asia. The nuclear tests in 1998 
were driven by strategic considerations, as India sought to establish a credible deterrent in response 
to regional security concerns. This pragmatic approach to nuclear policy underscores India's 
commitment to safeguard its national security interests. 

India's nuclear policy represents a careful balance between its cultural values and pragmatic 
considerations. While it upholds the principles of non-use, non-proliferation, and disarmament, it 
also acknowledges the need for a credible nuclear deterrent to ensure national security in a volatile 
region. 

India's nuclear policy is also influenced by its aspirations for global leadership and responsibility. 
India has actively sought a role in global non-proliferation and disarmament efforts. It recognizes 
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that, as a nuclear-armed state, it has a role to play in shaping the global nuclear order and promoting 
responsible nuclear behavior. 

In conclusion, India's commitment to its cultural values of non-use and non-proliferation while 
addressing the security challenges and geopolitical realities it faces, positions it as a responsible 
nuclear-armed state with a credible deterrent while advocating for global disarmament and non-
proliferation. [326 words] 

Ch 8] Recent Developments in Indian Foreign Policy 
12. What steps has India taken to regain its foothold in Afghanistan since the Taliban has taken 
over the country since August 2021. [2023/15m/200w/7b] 

India has been closely monitoring the evolving situation in Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover in 
August 2021. India's approach to regaining its foothold in Afghanistan has been shaped by a 
combination of security concerns, diplomatic efforts, and engagement with regional and 
international stakeholders.  

India has maintained diplomatic contact with various stakeholders in Afghanistan, including both 
the Taliban and the Afghan government. This is part of India's strategy to keep channels of 
communication open and assess the evolving situation. 

It has also actively participated in international forums and meetings to discuss the situation in 
Afghanistan. It has engaged with regional organizations, such as the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) and the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process, to coordinate efforts on Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, India has continued to provide humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people, including 
the supply of food, medicines, and other essential items. This is in line with India's commitment to 
supporting the Afghan population. 

India has indicated its willingness to continue ongoing infrastructure and development projects in 
Afghanistan, many of which were initiated prior to the Taliban's takeover. These projects include the 
construction of the Salma Dam, the Parliament building, and the Zaranj-Delaram highway. 

India has also maintained communication and cooperation with regional players, including Iran, 
Russia, and Central Asian countries, to coordinate efforts and discuss regional security implications. 

India's approach to Afghanistan has been flexible and adaptable, reflecting the rapidly changing 
dynamics in the country. The Indian government has indicated that it will assess the situation and 
recalibrate its strategy as necessary. [251 words] 

13. What are the challenges and limitations in India-Iran relations? [2023/15m/200w/7c] 

India-Iran relations have historically been characterized by cordiality, but there are several 
challenges and limitations that have affected the depth and scope of these bilateral ties.  

India's relations with Iran are influenced by its strategic partnerships with the United States and 
other countries in the region. The complex geopolitics of the Middle East, including Iran's relations 
with the U.S. and Israel, often creates challenge for India in balancing its interests. 
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Iran has faced international sanctions and economic pressures due to its nuclear program and other 
issues. These sanctions have constrained economic cooperation between India and Iran, including 
trade and energy partnerships. 

The Chabahar Port project in Iran is of strategic importance for India's connectivity with Afghanistan 
and Central Asia. However, the progress of this project has faced delays and financial constraints, 
limiting India's ability to use it to its full potential. 

India's relations with Iran are also affected by its relations with Iran's regional rivals, particularly 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Balancing these relationships while pursuing strategic 
interests in the Gulf region can be challenging. 

Expanding trade and economic cooperation has been constrained by banking restrictions related to 
sanctions, making it difficult for businesses to engage in bilateral trade and investments. 

Moreover, Iran's alliances and relationships with countries like Russia and China can affect India's 
strategic options and influence in the region. 

Despite these challenges and limitations, India and Iran have a history of cooperation in various 
areas, including energy, trade, culture, and regional politics. Both countries continue to engage in 
diplomatic efforts to overcome these challenges and expand their bilateral relations, recognizing the 
mutual benefits of a stronger partnership. [272 words] 

14. Discuss the significance of "West Asia Quad" in the light of India's "Look West" policy? 
[2023/15m/200w/8b] 

West Asia Quad denotes coming together of Israel, Saudi Arabia, the United States and India. The 
establishment of a "West Asia Quad" could facilitate closer regional cooperation by focusing on 
addressing common challenges, including security concerns, economic development, energy 
resources, and counterterrorism efforts. Such regional collaboration aligns with India's interest in 
promoting peace and stability in its extended neighborhood. 

Moreover, West Asia is a critical region for India's energy security, as it is a major source of oil and gas 
imports. The quad could enhance energy cooperation, ensuring stable and reliable energy supplies 
for India and fostering energy security, which is a central component of India's foreign policy. 

The quad could promote trade and investment opportunities, as well as enhance economic 
cooperation in sectors like infrastructure development, technology transfer, and agriculture.  

Further, it would provide a platform for coordinating efforts to combat terrorism, promote stability, 
and resolve regional disputes. India has a vested interest in countering terrorism in this region. 

India has longstanding cultural and people-to-people ties with West Asia, owing to historical 
connections and a large Indian diaspora in the region. Strengthening these bonds through cultural 
exchanges, education, and labor migration could be a key goal of a "West Asia Quad." 

Active participation in a "West Asia Quad" would align with India's pursuit of multipolarity in 
international relations. India values strategic autonomy and seeks to maintain its independence in 
decision-making and foreign policy choices. 
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While the concept of a "West Asia Quad" is still in its early stages, its potential significance for India's 
"Look West" policy lies in the opportunity for deeper regional engagement, fostering stability, and 
securing economic and energy interests. Such an initiative, if properly structured and managed, 
could contribute to India's broader foreign policy objectives in the Middle East and West Asia.  [296 
words] 
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